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,/r/," YEAR
A South Carolina clubhouse charms judges to

earn best of show, and a ranch-style club in

Arizona shows just how powerful a renovation

can be

By Laira Martin

mm
'-ff,

It was the year of the American clubhouse.

\\rhile clubhouses from across the globe

have dominated our Clubhouse of the Year

con-rpetition in recent years, this year the

-\r.nericans made their mark. Eight of this
vear's nine honorees are in the U.S., illus-
trating the culturally varied designs of the
coLrntn"s cardinal points.

Representing the South is Plantation Golf
Club at Sea Pines Resort in Hiiton Head,

S.C.. thls vear's Best of Show lvinner. Its

Southern str,le is nothing short of charm-

-ie. The Country Club at DC Ranch in
S:ottsdale. Ariz., r,r,hich placed first in the

=rr!r1,..1tion category, pays homage to the
'.' ..: ',.,'itl-r a bold, equestrian interior de-

: -. :-; :..,.r clr.rbhouses that piaced first
-: i :..,.--i... ls ther.seem. Both play with

: ': .. -...,. rll.Lsior-rs that tease unsus-
. - - r-.:r-r.:.. Plantatiot.r Golf Club ap-

.-: - - -.:'rtrrrr br,rilclir-rg, only to
.: r' : r' - r: . r, -il-. .rr .1d(litional stor,v,

cade u'as extended out an additional 20 feet

to rnake room for a nearly 2,000-square-

foot addition.
As alrvays, the scope of designs, both

interior and exterior, impressed Goif Incls

four judges. This year's judging panel u,as

Kerlneth Hart, principal of Kenneth Hart
Architecture and past clubhouse honoree

for his u,ork at Iverness Country Club in
Birming}ram, A1a.; Angel del Monte, found-
ing princlpal and vice president of Alfonso
Architects, the team behind a winning
clubhouse at Streamsong Resort in Bowling
Green, F1a.; Frank Benzakour, general man-
ager at Village Ciub of Sands Point in Sands

Point, N.Y.; and Linda Blair, principal of
Image Design, an interior design firm rec-

ognized by Golf Inc. tbr its work at Shadorv

Wood Country Club in Bonita Springs, Fla.

Entries were judged on three factors: elli-
ciency (25 percent), aesthetics (25 percent)

and overall design concept (50 percer-rt).

Golf Inc. separated the entries into tu,o cat-

egories: new construction and renovatiot-t,

r'r,ith nine projects earnings scores high
enough to be called r,r,inners.
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WHAT THE JUDGES SAID:
"The siting ancl lavout of the r-rerv

clubhouse u,as u,ell conceivecl and
executed from the
positioning of the site
amenities and site
circulatior-r. The scale of
the club}rouse and iimited
rar.rge of materials provide
a lbrmal yet intinlate
enviroument that reflect
Southern charm."
- Kettneth Hart

'Lorrcountry in every
-r:tect. A home run."
- -:tcla Blair

- :'.,i .t l.r.autitirl
: . . -': tt ri lirrrrrture.
: t ::t t: rlot-ie tr-ith

i- \ lJ\ie

, I::i t-iilti\',

- - : -'1 .,.. tlS
- - -: : ::lt. rr'i]l

_ :.-. -rt'.:1t)

t_-

r-ou have a certirin sense of expectation reaily meant to be the living roolr oI :- .
ar.id elesirnce that the clubhouse exhibits commLtnit\,.,,
betbre lor-r go onto the course." Though Neal, Dominguez rrnd inter..,

Fro' the tacade, the structure appears clesigner Karen Kert, Lf Kent Inter..
to bc'a one-stclrr.builcling. The sheer nriiss Design, \\.erc responsib]e tbr repll;1; _

oithe l-3'000-sqLlare fbot structure is not nn existing strLlctLlre, they clid not rr.r-l
r i:ible Lrntil seen fl'or.n the rear, rvhere the members to ieel displaced. Eleprc::..
sectritcl storv of the Lrr.
!'r rlll(. ilttp;;:,,, !(' 

"It's a big building, but ;,i],,:11,1'' -"\\ e irsked
ol,rs!.r\es. ho\r we didn't want it to feel ;::ilt,,,,i'''
iJl) tr1 111'1ju1'1 I . rr7 l)f()rrrc .t]. -.rtrc t.irjtJins big. we wanted it to ,.,,.,,.,,r.,.. .,
so it rloeslt t
;.. ii,.iillll,: feel like a composition ":,11"'1,:,,1 

,,,
Don-ringuez
sald "rtr reaur- of smaller structures." L".T;i.. ',1.

almost three like ther, _ ...
br,rildings con sonte ot :--..
nectecl rvith past integr.,:. .

tvinss. It'.s a bis LrLrilclrng, but lqe ciidn't i1 the clesigr.r," Dontinguez st.rici...\\-s :.
n'ant it to feel bie. \\e l.anted it to f-eel usecl old materials so as not to let s,
like a composition oi sr.t.raller strllctLlres." that historvl,

Along r.vith *'ings, the buildingt three Utilizing prentr. of large rrin.i,
sn.raller areas are connected through a the clubl.rouse takes adviintage r,: .

perimeter of porches - a truly Southern 270-clegree vie\\. to the north, ea:i -.

elelnent that Neal savs could not be over- u,est. Though the r,ier,r, of the S, -.looked. Carolina snnset is tr.ee, the clubhou..
"The Southern expression of a porch ii l.refty price tag. The $17 n.rillion p;., ,.

has a Iot of connotatiuns," he saicl. "lt is is tl-re priciest in this 1,ear,s competr:.
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NEW CONSTRUCTION

(nd Place

TPC Stonebrae CountrY Club

Hayward, Calif.

Owner: Stonebrae Club Partners LLC

Clubhouse Architect: Hornberger + Worstell lnc

lnterior Design: t\4 a rti n-Ve gue Desi gn Stud io

Contractor: Lusardi Construction Co.

Inspired by Prairie-style architecture, the

net'clubhouse at TPC Stonebrae Coun-

trv Club r-rses glass walls and a combina-

tion oirvood and metal accents to blur tire

lines bett'een the indoors and outdoors'
The color scheme

ol' golderl brort tts.

3"--:^.,'.':=RS nlstY reds, ciirrk

Private bronzes atld a mut

Size: -: , . , t. ecl orallge is no ac-

Cost: ::- cicletlt. Architect
\ lark Hortlberser
oi Hornberqer +

''' I : : .- -. * .lli<l -i'1. i..:glllr Phvliis

1..., ... :.-.: .'- \i.l '-:-' 
-" r'!'"e DeSigrl

Studio wanted to ensure that members

and guests had a constant connection to

the surrounding nature of northern Cali-

fornia.
Like most clr.rbhouses, TPC Stonebrae

very much hopes to bring people together,

though this particular approach empha-

sizes the utmost importance of consid-

ering the diversity of r.nembers to create

what the entry cal1s a "blended country

club experiencel' In its first six months

after opening, an additional 75 families

have joined the ciub, and not a week has

gone by without the ciubhouse hosting a

rredding or other io1'ous event.

WHAT THE JUDGES SAID:
'A fresh and n.rodern aesthetic

that departs from the traditiorlal

clubhouse vet includes current

plarrning trencls irr tlre filness

studio and outdoor dining options

A judicious use of metal and

wood that provides a clubhouse

atmosphere rvithout looking like a

commercial facilityJ'
- Kenneth Httrt

"Very beautifi,rl design on an

exquisite proPerty. 'lhis space will

create many memories tbr al1 ,vour

social gatherings ar-rd special events

On a 1 -to-10 sclle, the vieu s are a

121' - Frank Benzakour
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\":!V CONSTRUCTTON
Honorable mention
Cobblestone park Golf Clubj _..-e,"vood, S.C.

Owner: D.R. Horton Co.
Clubhouse Architect: LTC Associates
lnterior Design: Builders Design
Contractor: D.R. Horton

What's in a name? For Cobble_
stone Park Golf Club, the name is
as much a design element for its

BYTHE NUIVBERS
Public
Size: 24,000 sq. ft.
Cost: n/a

new clubhouse as it is an identitv.
Columns of vertically .o*por"j cobble_

::"1:r.f1?-" 
the dining room and lounges

and ser the tone for the dark gray, muld
green and deep brown palette of the inte_

rior design.

Iina clubhous. ir, of .our3:::#,Xr:ll;
porch. Perched on high ground overlook_
rng the l8th hole, the porch gives visitors
views of surrounding ponds, fountains

and waterfalls.

- Though three stories high, the club_
house is very much about singularity. It
strives to be the one go_to plu.. fo.rn.__
bers and those living outside of the com_
munity's gates to dine, gather and unite.
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PEA COCK + LEWIS
www.peacockandlewis.com

briae@peacockandlewis.com
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