
Best cities for
youns attorneys
Boston, Dattas and even Pato Atto, Calif., make better homes for young attorneys

than longtime tegat hubs such as New York and Los Angeles. Higher sataries,

better buying power and robust tegat communities are just a few reasons why.

BY LAIRA MARTIN

ion:rthan Thbacoff could have lived anv-

., here. But like a lot of people who grerv

up rvatching "schoolhouse Rock!," the

1014 gradr-Late of Catholic Universiry of
\.nerica, Columbus School of Law chose

\\ishington, D.C.
"This is where everl'thirrg is; evert'one

has a headquarters here," the 2(r-vear-olcl

:.ricl. "It is very intellectual here. Even the

kids on the bus are discussing the election."
A New York Citv native, he moved to

rhe nations capital to attend larv school

,r'irhout ever having visited the cin'. He

knerv l-ris clream of rvorking for the lederal

govcrnment rneant he rvould one dav call

I).C. home.
"l drive by the r-r'ronuntents everv cl,rr'.

\till, fbur years later, I flel like a kid rvhen I

.ce them," he said.

Nou,, he is in his second and fir.ral

'ear of the Presidential Management
Fellorvs Progran.r of the Social Securitv

.\dn.rir.ristration, which ri,ill leacl to a fr.rll-
rinrc job.

-Iibacoff is not :rlone in his rFf.initv fbr

,rur nation's capital. Attornevs rnake up 8

percent of Washir.rgton, D.C.s populatior.r,

r'cording to the American B:rr Asociatior-r'
That means that about one out of everr' 12

people rvalking bv practices 1aw.

Peir rhat with a rich history and cr-rlture,

.rn .rverage salary of $ 149 ,977 at law firms -
thc rl-rircl highest iu tl're natiou {:or entrv-level

.rrtornevs ancl a hieh percet)tage of vottng
people - 20.7 percent of D.C. residents are

jANET LANDRY, a zor5 graduate of Southern Methodist university Dedman School

of Law, came to Dallas for the low cost of living, but she stayed for the biking traits'

concerts and restaurants.
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benveen the agcs of 24 encl .l'i -:rn.l it is no

woncler $/ashir-rgton, D.Cl., is stLch a great

destiuation fbr br,rdding lawvers.

Indeed, it finished first in The National

Juristt ranking of best major cities in rhe

U.S. for voung attornevs. \(/e looked :rt
thre e prin-ranr areas, e,rch rvith nvo dat,r

points, to cleternritre the best cities firr votrrlg

ilttoIncvs.
Fit'st, n'e lookerl at sr,rtrclarcl of livine,

rusirrg n.rc;trr s,tl.trv c]ltra for lerv fllnls ancl

cost oi liling rrcl justn'rcnt. These nvo factors

rot,rlecl .10 perccnt of the studr'.

Then. n'e looked at the size of the legal

communin-. 'fhe percentage of the popula-

tion u'itl-r legal occupirtions, according to

U.S. (ler-rsus c'lat,r, counted fbr 15 percent,

r'vhile the nut'uber ollllv flrnrs in eaclr met-

ropolitrttr rlreil cotltttccl for l0 Percel-rt.
I'inrrllr'. sc :tssesstcl the soci:rl scenc ttsit-tg

t6 i relai',,
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% of population

with legal

occupations

Reported

Mean

Salary

Number

of firms
% ofyoung
people (25-34)

T

Washington, DC

Daltas, TX

Boston, MA

Seattte, WA

Denver, C0

Minneapolis, MN

Atlanta, GA

Satt Lake City, UT

San Francisco, CA

Houston, TX

Chicago, lL

Palo ALto, CA

Alexandria, VA

Los Angeles, CA

New York, NY

Mountain View, CA

St. Louis, M0

Austin, TX

Baltimore, MD

Orlando, FL

149,877

tzz,z55

738,297

70o,262

93,264

95,688
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88,5 ro
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727,902
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20.7

78.4
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20.5

27

19.8
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20.9

77.8

79.7
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24.4
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77
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6,692
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777
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1,354

7,796

1o82
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2

2.4

2.7

2.4

2,4

2,5

3.4

t.6

2.3

3.5

5.5

7.7

7.7

2.3

t.6

2.7

7.4

a)

9

8

9.5

9.5

9

9

al

7.5

9.5

8.S

9.5

8

9

10

10

8

8.S

3

9.5
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"With a concentrarion of excellenr larv

schools and very active local bar associa-

tions, Boston offers a u,ide range of profes-
sional development, training and network-
ing opportut-tities fbr vour-re lawyers that
srrpporrs career growth :rr-rd satisfactior-r,"
said (lerald Slirter, associilte dean for pro-
fessional & career clevelopment at Suffolk
University Larv School. "These factors,
together u'ith qre:rr cultural ofTerings ar-rd

youthfirl culrure, n-rake ir il qrear place to
live and ri'ork."

For sports f:rns. Boston is a n'recca. The
Red Sox. Patriots, Celtics ar.rd Bruins l.relp

create a sense oi cirv pride that is second to
none. Ir is one of the manv reasons attor-
nevs sral in Beanro*.n after passine the bar.

"Bosron is rr unir-ersity city rvitl-r a huge
number ol students nho stay here to live
at-rd lr'ork :rtter graduation," Slater said.
"The cornbination of professional oppor-
tutririer.rrrd.r rrorlJ-.larr cirv, ou a more
livable sceie rhrrn the q'orld's rnegacities like
Neu \irrk. Lonclon and Hong Kong, make
it m,rnv peoples flrst choice."
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